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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-617
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Sheriff
Date of Introduction: July 13, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, PHS
Date of Analysis: July 30, 2009
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; City Charter amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 37 – Office of the Sheriff – to establish within the Sheriff’s Department of Corrections a Division of Health Services to provide health care to inmates.  The bill amends City Charter Article 17 – Civil Service – to exempt the employees of the new division from coverage under the City’s civil service system.
Background Information: The new Division of Health Services is being created within the Sheriff’s Department of Corrections to provide mandated medical, dental and mental health services formerly provided by the Duval County Health Department.   The Sheriff believes substantial cost savings may be had by providing the function in-house rather than contracting out to a third party.  The bill title states an expected savings of at least $500,000, but no reference to cost savings is made in the body of the bill.
Policy Impact Area: Inmate health care 
Fiscal Impact: The Sheriff anticipates cost savings through in-house provision of the service.
Analyst: Clements
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